
Immaculate Conception Religious Education 

Kindergarten — 5th Grade  November—December, 2018 

“Gaudete Et Exsultate : Rejoice and Be Glad” 

Chapter two of Pope Francis’ teaching addresses two academic challenges which were very much 
present in the early Christian community but which can continue to present stumbling blocks to 
the faith today. 

“Contemporary Gnosticism” places the intellect above the spiritual or human emotion. In this ex-
perience we become incapable of touching Christ’s suffering flesh in others. We believe all of 
faith is explained and experienced in the intellectual state.  Those gifted with a superior intelli-
gence are above the others.  The power of the intellect is recognized as the power of salvation. 

“Contemporary Pelagianism“ places the power of human will and personal effort as the means of 
salvation.  Humans will takes the place of mystery and grace.  This concept forgets that every-
thing “depends not on human will or exertion but on God’s mercy” (Rom 9:16).  This contemporary 
thinking causes the individual to trust in his/her own powers and prevents grace from working. 

Pope Francis reminds us to reflect on the truth that we are not justified by our own efforts or 
works but by the grace of God.  Grace is a gift of God.  We are reminded of the need to live in 
joyful gratitude of this unmerited gift.  All is gift… our earthly life, our natural abilities… all is 
gift.  We are challenged to be led by the Holy Spirit in the way of love.  We are to be passionate 
about communicating the beauty and joy of the Gospel and seeking out the lost. 

IMPORTANT NOVEMBER/DECEMBER RE DATES  

 

 Sunday, Nov 4 at 9 a.m.:   Kindergarten and 1st Grade Family Liturgy 

 Sunday, Nov 11  1 p.m.:  1st Reconciliation Parent & Child Session IC Church 

 RE Sunday Classes:   Nov . 4, 11, Dec. 2, 9  

 RE Wednesday Classes:   Nov. 7, 14, 28, Dec. 5 

 Children Church:    Sunday 9 a.m. Liturgy  Nov. 11, Dec. 2, 9 

 

 

 

 

 

While the months of November and December provide us with limited RE class sessions, these 
months are very rich in opportunities to live the message of our faith through numerous service /
sharing projects. Families are invited and encouraged to contribute to the Thanksgiving Food Col-
lection, the winter clothing collections, the Christmas Giving Tree.  In like manner, all IC families 
are invited to participate in the spiritual Advent events offered through the parish and at the 
neighboring parishes. 



 

 
Family Faith Formation Ideas, Suggestions 

 

Attend All Saints’ Day Liturgy as a family. Research each fami-
ly member’s patron saint. 

 
Remember all the faithful departed of your family, friends on 

Nov 2.  Pray for each of these individuals in a special way.  
Perhaps burn a candle in memory of these special people. 

 
Nov. 7 is a special Mass for ICRE children and their families.  

Children through grade 3 are encouraged to come dressed 
as their favorite Saint.  Be sure to know some important 
facts about your chosen saint! 

 
Create a “Thankful Turkey” inviting each family member to list 
what they are most thankful for on this feast day. 
 
Celebrate Christ the King on Nov 25 with a sweet treat in the 
shape of a crown. 
 
Participate in our Family Advent Evening on Dec 4. We will explore 
the meaning of the Jesse Tree and how to observe the season of 
Advent. 
 

Research the story of St. Nicholas. Let each family member “gift” one another on his 
feast day and also remember to share something w/the poor. 

 
Celebrate the hold day of the Immaculate Conception on Dec 8. Join your parish commu-

nity in celebration of this feast of Mary. 
 
Join us for the Family Christmas Eve Liturgy.  Details will be posted on line. 
 
As a family, support the Christmas collections for 

the poor offered through the parish or the 
Elmhurst community. 

 
Enter into the Advent/Christmas season through 

Christmas caroling at a nursing home or visiting 
a neighbor in need of some holiday cheer. 

 
Watch a Christmas story with a spiritual theme 

then take some time to talk about your favorite 
part. 

 
Attend a musical performance, play or living Nativity. 
 
Do something as a family to make the Thanksgiving/Advent/Christmas season better for 

someone in need, sad or lonely this time of year. 
 
Read one Gospel account of the birth of Jesus and create a family Christmas prayer. 
 

 


